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The study explores earlier stages of  Austronesian migration and trans-Asiatic contact, 
emphasizing their historical influence on globalization and cultural diffusion in Southeast 
Asia. Despite previous studies examining the spread of  Austronesian languages and genetic 
lineage, understanding how this migration facilitated early trade networks and intercultural 
cooperation remains incomplete. This, in turn, shaped the region’s early stages of  
globalization. This study aims to uncover the impact and legacy of  Austronesian migration 
on cultural and societal diversity and explore the contribution of  early trade networks to the 
economic framework of  Southeast Asia. The research employs an interdisciplinary approach, 
examining primary archaeological sources and secondary scholarly works on linguistic, 
genetic, and ethnographic data to gain a comprehensive understanding of  Austronesian 
influence. Significant findings underscore that Austronesian-speaking people altered local 
language and culture and advanced trading networks connecting Southeast Asia with other 
regions. The result highlights the remarkable impact of  migration in fostering the early 
stages of  globalization and cultural dissemination. The essence of  past migration, along 
with the exchange, shapes the cultural identities and economic approaches of  contemporary 
Southeast Asia.
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INTRODUCTION
The historical Austronesian migration, which started 
thousands of  years ago, provides the most remarkable 
historic narratives of  human exploration and cultural 
exchange. This migration fostered the cultural and 
economic development of  Southeast Asia and laid the 
ground for early globalization. Exploring its historical 
origins and development demonstrates the extraordinary 
durability and adaptability of  Austronesian communities. 
According to Bellwood, the Austronesian-speaking 
people originated in Taiwan around 4000-5000 years 
before. From there, these early seafarers commenced 
on a series of  migrations, influenced by their advanced 
maritime technology and agricultural innovations. They 
traversed vast distances, reaching as far as the Pacific 
Islands, Madagascar, and parts of  mainland Southeast 
Asia, depending on their sophisticated outrigger canoes 
and navigational expertise (Bellwood, 1995). This marked 
the start of  a cultural and technological revolution that 
had a profound impact on the societies they encountered.
Despite the ambiguity surrounding their exact origin 
(Peterson, 2009), their presence in Southeast Asia 
significantly contributed to the region’s advancement. 
In historical works, scholars clarify the Austronesian 
presence and connection in the region but still uncover 
the collective influence of  their impact on Southeast 
Asian society. Recent study challenges the conventional 
view of  this migration as a simple agricultural expansion 
that originated in Taiwan. While Taiwan founded cereal 
agriculture, there is minimal evidence of  its transmission 
to Island Southeast Asia (Bulbeck, 2008). Thus, despite 

their significant contribution and impact in the region, 
scholars are not acknowledging their influence in 
Southeast Asia properly. This paper would explore not 
only their impact but also their collective activities and 
legacies in contemporary society, which fostered early 
globalization in Southeast Asia.
The argument will focus on three key aspects of  
Austronesian influence: their maritime trade networks, 
agricultural practices, and cultural diffusion. At first, their 
sophisticated agricultural methods, including wet rice 
farming and cultivation of  fruit trees such as bananas 
and coconuts, revolutionized substance strategies and 
enabled the formation of  diverse societies across the 
region. Second, the establishment of  long-distance trade 
routes, recognized by the Srivijaya Empire, highlighted 
their impact as economic intermediaries who influenced 
the exchange of  goods and beliefs across Asia. Lastly, 
the migration facilitated the diffusion of  culture, leading 
to the spread of  Austronesian-derived languages like 
Old Malay and the introduction of  Southeast Asian 
artistic traditions. By exploring these perspectives, this 
1 The empire (7th–13th century CE) was a powerful 
Austronesian-speaking maritime and trade empire based 
in Sumatra, Indonesia, dominating Southeast Asian trade 
routes and spreading Mahayana Buddhism.
paper illustrates how the Austronesian migration 
catalyzed the homogenization of  the region into broader 
global connections, influencing its historical legacy and 
present identity.
By 2000 BCE, Austronesian settlers had arrived in the 
Philippines and northern Indonesia, where they introduced 
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advanced cultivation and pottery-making techniques. 
These innovations were significant in transforming local 
subsistence patterns, making the way easier for more 
sedentary settlements and the development of  complex 
societies (Hung et al., 2011). Over time, they gradually 
expanded their presence further into the Indonesian 
archipelago, modifying indigenous communities through 
intermarriage, cultural exchanges, and trade. During 
the first millennium BCE, the Austronesians connected 
South Asia, East Asia, and Southeast Asia by establishing 
extensive maritime trade networks. Through these 
networks they facilitated the exchange of  goods such as 
spices, textiles, and gold; alongside that, they also fostered 
the religious ideas, particularly Hinduism and Buddhism, 
which began to take root in the region (Reid, 2017). Their 
expertise in shipbuilding and navigation positioned them 
as the prominent intermediaries in these exchanges, 
influencing early forms of  globalization.
The most significant phase occurred during the early 
centuries of  the Common Era, when their influence 
spread to the islands of  Polynesia and Micronesia. The 
settlement of  remote islands such as New Zealand and 
Hawaii demonstrated their exceptional navigational skills 
and cultural adaptability. These migrations facilitated 
voyages of  discovery and strategic efforts to establish 
new societies, often guided by celestial navigation and oral 
traditions (Kirch, 2017). Similarly, the migration persisted 
into the medieval era, as their trade networks merged 
into broader global frameworks. For instance, during the 
8th-12th centuries, the Srivijaya Empire, an Austronesian-
speaking maritime kingdom, emerged as a major hub of  
trade and Buddhism in Southeast Asia (Wolters, 2018). 
The empire’s dominance over primary maritime routes 
enhanced economic and cultural connections across 
the Indian Ocean and South China Sea, rooting the 
Austronesian legacy in global trade.
By the colonial period, European explorers and traders 
depended on well-established maritime knowledge of  
Austronesian-speaking peoples to navigate Southeast 
Asia. The shared vocabulary, agricultural practices, and 
maritime technologies across the region still bear the 
linguistic and cultural imprints of  Austronesian migration 
(Adelaar, 2005). In contemporary times, Southeast 
Asia owes much of  its cultural diversity and historical 
interconnectedness to the foundation of  Austronesian 
society.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
This study employs a historical methodology that 
depends on two types of  sources, including primary and 
secondary, to investigate the impact of  Austronesian 
migration on globalization in Southeast Asia. Through 
trade route mapping, archeological elements, and 
interpretation of  historical records, this paper is 
rebuilding the Austronesian migration’s role in forming 
early transregional interactions. This method allows one to 
gain a comprehensive understanding of  the multifaceted 
impact on agricultural practices, trade networks, and 

cultural diffusion of  Austronesian migration across the 
region.
Archeological evidence, including agricultural practices, 
pottery, and ancient seafaring technologies, is analyzed 
to examine Austronesian settlement patterns and their 
technological contributions. These elements are the 
tangible evidence of  the Austronesian dispersal and its 
legacy for local societies. Furthermore, as a secondary 
source, the study draws upon the works of  previous 
scholars and historical narratives of  events, including the 
Srivijaya Empire, which offer valuable insights into the 
socio-political and economic systems that emerged from 
the Austronesian maritime activity. Through the diverse 
sources, the study constructs a cohesive narrative of  the 
historical migration’s contribution to early globalization 
in Southeast Asia.

Sri Vijaya Empire’s Impact on Globalization in 
Southeast Asia
The empire, founded by Austronesian-speaking peoples, 
played a significant role in shaping the early globalization 
processes of  this region. This, situated in present-
day Sumatra, Srivijaya established itself  as a dominant 
power by the favor of  its strategic position along the 
Strait of  Malacca (a critical checkpoint for national 
and international trade routes). One of  the significant 
contributions of  the empire was its role as a hub for 
trade networks connecting South Asia, China, and the 
Middle East. By using their advantageous geographic 
location, they were able to exchange goods such as Indian 
textiles, Chinese silk, and Arabian spices (Hall, 2010). The 
combination of  Southeast Asia and these trade routes not 
only fostered economic development but also positioned 
the region as a prominent player in early transoceanic 
commerce. Even archaeological proof, such as Chinese 
ceramics found in Palembang, Srivijaya’s capital, also 
underscores the significant interactions (Manguin, 1993). 
Thus, the empire served as a crucial demonstration of  
Austronesian seafaring expertise, highlighting their 
interconnectedness through trade throughout Asia and 
beyond.
Besides economic significance, the empire also played 
a crucial role in the diffusion of  culture and religion, 
advancing cross-cultural exchange. As a prominent 
follower of  Mahayana Buddhism, Srivijaya attracted 
scholars and monks from across Asia, spreading the 
religious teachings throughout the region. I- T Sing, 
a Chinese Buddhist, spent years in Srivijaya en route 
to India, documenting the flourishing religious and 
educational institutions of  the empire, as well as its 
spiritual and religious influence (Wolters, 2018). This 
religious exchange demonstrated the empire’s capabilities 
beyond maritime trade, including the dissemination of  
ideas. Moreover, the empire’s influence extended to the 
advancement of  technology and architecture. Srivijaya’s 
shipbuilding methods and maritime infrastructure, rooted 
in Austronesian legacy, enabled them to construct the 
robust vessels for sea exploration. In the Srivijaya era, 
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Austronesian and Indian architectural techniques are 
evident in the region’s religious monuments, such as the 
Borobudur temple in Java, which reflects a combined 
artistic tradition (Miksic, 2017).
Though the Srivijaya declined in the 13th century due to 
the rise of  competing groups such as the Chola dynasty 
and the Majapahit empire, their legacy still remains in 
modern society. Through their maritime networks and 
cultural practices, they continued to advance Southeast 
Asia’s role in global commerce and cultural exchange 
for centuries. The empire stands as a testament to the 
globalizing impact of  Austronesian migration, revealing 
how a maritime kingdom could bridge civilizations and 
lay the foundation for interconnectedness that resonates 
to this day.

Impact on Early Globalization
The Austronesian migration was prominent in establishing 
early trade networks throughout Southeast Asia, which 
were crucial for the region’s economic integration and 
the overall early globalization process. The map depicted 
the expansion of  Austronesian maritime trade network in 
the Indian Ocean, showcasing multiple trade routes that 
influenced the early process of  globalization in Southeast 
Asia.
Red dashed lines, which indicate the Trans-Asiatic 
Routes, are the trade routes that link Southeast Asia 
with the wide-ranging Indian Ocean region, hedging in 
the Arabian Peninsula, the Persian Gulf, and extending 
to the Mediterranean. Strategic port cities, such as those 
in the Malay Peninsula, Sri Lanka, and India, served as 

Figure 1: Austronesian maritime trade network in the Indian Ocean
Source: Obsidian Soul, 14 July 2019. Archives of  Wikimedia Commons (accessed Dec, 2024)

vital hubs for transferring and sharing products, ideas, 
and cultural practices along these routes. These ports also 
create the ground mark for transporting spices, textiles, 
precious metals, and other goods, promoting economic 
prosperity in the region and connecting it as a hub.
The secondary routes, indicated by green dashed lines, 
connected tiny trading locations within the massive 
Indian Ocean. These routes linked the Seychelles, 
Zanzibar Island, and Comoros and widened further to 
Madagascar. They played a remarkable role in promoting 
trade between different islands of  Southeast Asia, 
thereby integrating them into the broader maritime 
economy. These routes are considered significant for the 
transportation of  local goods and the sharing of  cultural 
values and technological advancements, which further 
expanded regional interconnection.
The purple dashed lines regarded hypothetical routes, 
indicating potential but not definitively established paths 
for trade and migration. The interconnected paths between 
different islands and coastal areas serve to demonstrate 

a complete network that enables extensive contact. The 
existence of  these routes highlights the Austronesians’ 
ability to adapt and navigate over long distances in the 
ocean. This network had an indistinguishable influence 
from other trade routes of  its time, including the Silk 
Road, in promoting early globalization. Similar to the Silk 
Road, the Austronesian network facilitated marine trade 
and strengthened connections in the Indian Ocean.
The Austronesian seafarers employed their sophisticated 
maritime technology to traverse and link far-flung islands, 
establishing a network of  trade routes that created the 
flow of  commodities, individuals, and concepts. From 
Taiwan, the leading routes expanded, passing through the 
Philippines, reaching Indonesia, and continuing further 
to the Pacific Islands and Madagascar (Bellwood et al., 
2011). The trading networks influenced the interchange 
of  diverse commodities, including agricultural products 
such as rice and taro, domesticated animals such as pigs 
and chickens, and valuable commodities like pottery, 
textiles, and metals. The widespread distribution of  
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Lapita pottery throughout the Pacific Ocean is significant 
evidence of  the substantial commerce and cultural 
interactions made possible by Austronesian navigators. 
Heritage extends beyond tangible products and 
encompasses the dissemination of  agricultural practices, 
technical advancements, and cultural customs, all of  
which have significantly contributed to the economic 
and cultural substance of  Southeast Asia. Austronesian 
trade networks have played a significant role in regional 
economic consolidation. Each of  these networks extended 
across different biological areas, and their function was to 
bolster the resource transfer and the creation of  certain 
manufactures. Commerce facilitated not only survival 
but also economic advancement, fostering cooperation 
between coastal and island cultures. It helped develop and 
modernize self-reliant and hierarchical social structures 
and centralized administrative systems. An initial 
manifestation of  globalization influenced the integration 
of  these networks to the extent that regional proximity 
and economic connectivity served as a basis for deeper 
global contacts further down the road.
The Austronesian migration validates the spread of  
numerous inventions throughout Southeast Asia. 
Agricultural practices with wet rice cultivation, for 
example, played an important role in spreading and 
linking the regional economies as well as promoting 
population expansion. Agricultural production was often 
introduced by Austronesian settlers, and an evolution of  
sophisticated agricultural systems led by the introduction 
of  new crops and agricultural techniques often resulted. 
The Austronesian network also had a significant 
influence on the development of  maritime technology 
and machinery. This network introduced and pioneered 
other coastal societies in the construction of  outrigger 
canoes and sophisticated navigational techniques, 
enabling them to engage in long-distance trade and 
sea exploration over greater distances than other Maya 
societies. However, these advancements significantly 
contributed to the Austronesian migration and the rapid 
spread of  technological knowledge across the region. 
Intercultural exchanges, of  which the Austronesian 
migration was a major contributor, also affected the 
cultural environment of  Southeast Asia. As Austronesian-
speaking communities moved from place to place, they 
brought with them the ability to interact with the local 
inhabitants, which led to the exchange and blending of  
cultural norms, languages, and social practices. Australian 
migrants benefited both from local conventions and 
from their cultural aspects while adopting some local 
practice. They encouraged the growth of  an intricate and 
varied system of  customs and society. The influence of  
Austronesian culture on indigenous art and architecture 
serves as a prime example. In the more general circulation 
and use of  stilted dwellings, a characteristic feature of  
so many of  the coastal communities of  Southeast Asia, 
there has been a proliferation of  Austronesian patterns 
and construction methods. Furthermore, the use of  
Austronesian musical instruments, such as gongs and 

xylophones, in the local musical tradition is evidence of  
the great cultural influences brought by early interaction 
(Adelaar, 2005).

Contemporary Significance
Southeast Asia is influenced by the Austronesian 
migration in different aspects: language, culture, and 
social phenomena. It is just as important, however, that 
historical research looks at how these migrations come 
to affect the region in the present as in the past. The 
purpose of  this section is to explain the relevance of  
contemporary Austronesian ancestry in Southeast Asia:
The example on display here is Austronesian pottery2, 
which demonstrates shared design motifs and techniques 
that developed from early Austronesian-speaking 
communities. These diasporas originated in Taiwan and 
spread to the Philippines, Indonesia, and other places. 

Figure 2: Austronesian Traditional Pottery
Source: Taitung County Government (Taiwan). Archives of  
Discover Taitung (accessed Dec, 2024)

Despite their dual utilitarian and cultural roles, these 
vessels were primarily used for daily needs such as 
cooking and storage, as well as for ritual purposes. Just 
as it is difficult to ignore the intricate patterns on this 
pottery, it is impossible to ignore the shared cultural 
values and aesthetic sensibilities they evoke. However, 
similar designs indicate a unified 2 It is a prehistoric 
archaeological culture widely regarded as one of  the most 
significant symbols or markers of  Austronesian migration 
in the Pacific.
Artistic tradition throughout Southeast Asia. The pottery 
used locally sourced clay and similar firing techniques, 
implying the adaptation of  Austronesian traditions to a 
variety of  terrains while retaining, recognizably, the same 
cultural identity. Functional designs show the degree to 
which these communities standardized pottery forms 
in the interest of  simple use in agriculture, trade, and 
ceremonies.
Contemporary Southeast Asian crafts now feature 
current elements of  Austronesian pottery (spirals, 
geometric patterns, and practical shapes). This continuity 
illustrates the extensive influence of  Austronesian culture 
throughout history. In 2023, Adisi Pottery and four other 
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representative businesses from Taitung participated in 
the “FIND: Design Fair Asia” in Singapore, highlighting 
the distinctive allure of  Taitung’s pottery and attracting 
significant international attention. These international 
exchanges enhance the visibility of  Taitung ceramics 
while offering local artists fresh creative inspiration and 
sales prospects (Taitung, 2024).

Linguistic Heritage
The linguistic environment of  Southeast Asia is also 
influenced by Austronesian migration. Austronesian 
languages significantly diversify the language uses in 
the region. For instance, the Austronesian language 
family includes Bahasa Indonesia—the official language 
of  Indonesia—and Filipino—the official language 
of  the Philippines. In addition to serving as everyday 
communication languages, these languages serve as 
powerful tools for expressing culture and shaping national 
identity. The extensive usage of  Austronesian languages 
indicates that Austronesian speaker populations have left 
a lasting impact on the linguistic landscape of  Southeast 
Asia. Tracing back to the Srivijaya Empire, Old Malay, 
an Austronesian language, served as the lingua franca of  
trade and governance within the empire. Its extended 
use facilitated communication and commerce among 
various ethnic groups, strengthening the cohesion of  the 
maritime network (Reid, 2017). During the empire, the 
development and standardization of  Old Malay during 
Srivijaya’s reign laid the groundwork for its impact as a 
foundational language in contemporary Southeast Asia, 
specifically Malaysia and Indonesia.

Agricultural Practices and Cuisine
Their advanced agricultural methods and the capacities 
they possessed in farming and plants had a fortifying effect 
on the agricultural system in the region. One of  the most 
remarkable legacies of  Austronesian agricultural practices 
was the cultivation of  rice. Austronesian introduced 
a method named wet-rice farming, a well-regulated 
system that allowed for intensified production in diverse 
environments, specifically the fertile floodplains and 
terraces of  the region (Bellwood, 2023). This significant 
innovation fostered the sustenance of  larger populations 
and the advancement of  complex society. For instance, in 
mainland Southeast Asia and the Indonesian archipelago, 
rice cultivation is the cornerstone of  the economy as 
well as a cultural symbol, central to festivals and rituals 
that persist to modern days. In addition to rice, they also 
brought with them a suite of  domesticated crops including 
coconuts, taro, bananas, and sugarcane. Adopting these 
crops in local environments enables sufficient, diverse, 
and economic resilience. For instance, the coconut, often 
referred to as the “tree of  life,” continues to be a crucial 
agricultural product in contemporary Southeast Asia, 
serving as a source of  oil, food, and materials derived 
from the wood of  the coconut tree. Both taro and 
bananas, also introduced by them, continued to be a vital 
part of  regional cuisines, reflecting the long-lasting legacy 

of  Austronesian agricultural knowledge (Kirch, 2017).
Thus, their approach to agriculture also emphasized 
sustainable practices, many of  which remain relevant 
today in the face of  global environmental complexities. 
Austronesian use of  agroforestry, integrating crops with 
tree cultivation, promoted ecological sustainability and 
long-term soil fertility. In the contemporary concept of  
“home garden” in the Philippines and Indonesia, where 
various crops are cultivated alongside trees, it can be seen 
as an Austronesian method. These techniques are both 
economically viable and environmentally sustainable, 
indicating Austronesian inheritance in agricultural 
methods (Carson, 2013).

Maritime Technology and Tarde
Apart from migration, their advanced marine technology 
also developed large trading networks, to which present 
globalization is an antecedent. They used outrigger 
canoes and advanced navigation skills to transport and 
trade across vast distances without putting a significant 
strain on people or the use of  ships. However, the 
current Southeast Asian area continues to honor and 
mark its maritime heritage by maintaining traditional boat 
fabrication techniques and organizing annual maritime 
festivities such as the ‘Pesta Laut’3 or Sea Festival in 
Malaysia. In accordance with Reid’s 1999 research, 
Austronesian culture fostered religious beliefs such 
as Hinduism and Bushism, which are reflected in the 
Pesta Laut ceremony in modern society. This ceremony 
also honors the god responsible for the safe passage of  
their fishermen on long sea voyages, thereby not only 
preserving their legacy but also enhancing their religious 
beliefs.

Sociocultural Integration
These migrations established a key point for cultural 
exchange and assimilation among the numerous minority 
ethnic groups in Southeast Asia. The communal living and 
social organization prevalent in Southeast Asian societies 
closely link to the social systems of  the Austronesian 
people. Austronesian social norms and values continue 
to influence contemporary cultural activities, such as the 
communal rice harvest festivities in Bali and the Philippine 
‘Barangay’ system4. It is the smallest administrative unit 
of  villages, 3 Pesta Laut, or “Sea Festival,” is an annual 
maritime celebration in Malaysia, specifically among 
coastal communities, to honor the sea’s bounty and the 
seafaring traditions central to their cultural heritage of  
Austronesian migration.
4 The system is rooted in pre-colonial Austronesian social 
organization. Historically, it was considered a community 
of  families led by a “datu” (chief), while today it is formed 
as a local government unit responsible for governance 
and public services.
Wards, and districts in the country. Furthermore, 
Austronesian languages have not only endured and 
preserved across Southeast Asia but have done so for 
a long time. Despite the various challenges posed by 
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globalization and the proliferation of  major global 
languages, many Austronesian languages continue to 
thrive and play a crucial role in the preservation of  culture 
and identity. In Indonesia, the Philippines, and Malaysia, a 
significant number of  people use Austronesian languages 
as their first languages. However, education and cultural 
activities actively preserve these languages. For example, 
the revival of  Chamorro on Guam and Hawaiian in Hawaii 
illustrates the much larger campaign to save linguistic 
heritage as the trend of  linguistic standardization has 
progressed (Hinton & Hale, 2013).
The leading influence on present-day Southeast Asian 
civilizations with regard to culture is Austronesian 
culture, especially with respect to the traditions of  
social organization and rituals. The ‘balai’ system in 
Indonesia and the ‘Bayanihan’ system in the Philippines 
are traditional social institutions that have a strong 
Austronesian legacy. They value communal cooperation, 
social peace, and reverence for elders, principles that 
have been passed down through generations (Bellwood 
et al., 2011). Austronesians practice rites and ceremonies 
in daily life and social unity, such as harvesting rice and 
praying to ancestors, which are clear proofs of  their 
cultural traditions in Southeast Asia.
The Austronesian migration has profoundly impacted 
the cultural legacy and national narratives of  Southeast 
Asian countries. In Indonesia, Austronesian heritage 
closely connects with the idea of  ‘Nusantara,’ referring 
to the Indonesian archipelago and its nautical past. Study 
(Taylor, 2003) notes that national symbols and historical 
narratives emphasize the significance of  Austronesian 
seafaring and cultural interchange in establishing the 
nation’s identity. The description of  Austronesian 
migration in the Philippines is significant to the national 
identity, as historical records and cultural symbols reflect 
the country’s Austronesian origins and their shared 
elements with the local society. In modern society, cultural 
movements striving to regain and honor indigenous 
identities reflect the impact of  Austronesian heritage. For 
example, the revival of  traditional navigation methods 
by Pacific Islander voyaging societies not only preserves 
ancient abilities but also fosters a sense of  pride and 
continuity with the past (Howe, 2009). These initiatives 
highlight the importance of  Austronesian cultural 
traditions in responding to present issues pertaining to 
cultural uniformity, ecological sustainability, and social 
equity and bonding.

CONCLUSION
The Austronesian migration played a major role in shaping 
Southeast Asia’s early globalization through maritime 
skills, trade, and cultural adaptation. Their legacy remains 
visible in the region’s languages, pottery, agriculture, and 
cultural traditions. The Srivijaya Empire strengthened this 
influence by controlling major maritime trade routes and 
connecting China, the Middle East, and Southeast Asia. 
These networks promoted the exchange of  goods, ideas, 
and cultural practices, while Old Malay and Austronesian 

navigation supported regional integration. Although in 
this research, I couldn’t examine religious influences, 
future research can explore the role of  Austronesian 
migration in the spread of  Islam and Sufism. This 
study relied primarily on archival sources rather than 
museum collections. Overall, the findings show that 
the Austronesians made a significant contribution to 
Southeast Asia’s globalization by developing lasting 
economic and cultural connections. 
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