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A qualitative research design is used to understand how feminist literature can ensure
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shaping gender discourse, its indirect influence on the policymaking process creation, the
marginalization of the voices of those on its peripheries, the emergence of digital feminist
performance, and the institutional obstacles to integrating literature and policymaking,
Results show that, although very little legislative change comes out of feminist texts, they have
a powerful influence in shaping public consciousness and maintain an ideological core of
reforms. Nevertheless, there is still a gap between literary activism and official policymaking,
and it is intensified by elitism, institutional obstinacy, and lack of representation. The
paper presents the consistent impact of inclusive literary practice, interdisciplinary work,
and official acknowledgement of digital feminist stories to foster the connection between
feminist rhetoric and gender-aware policy change in Bangladesh.

Keywords

Digital Feminism, Feminist
Literature, Gender Equity, Policy
Development, Social Welfare Policy

INTRODUCTION

Feminist literature has been such a critical concept
through which relations of the power, gender and social
expectation have been questioned and reconfigured
(Cudd, 2022). Feminist texts, such as those by Mary
Wollstonecraft and Simone de Beauvoir, as well as those
by the more intersectional thinkers bell hooks and Audre
Lorde, have not merely reflected the sociopolitical climate
of their day, but have also helped create it (Fagundes De
Oliveira & Peres Alos, 2023). These literary interventions
have not only been limited to the contexts of cultural
criticisms but has also shaped and influenced major policy
changes taking the forms of social welfare, labor rights,
reproductive health, and education (Revelles-Benavente,
2025). The impact of feminist literature is especially
noticeable in the way social welfare institutions develop
and the creation of the gender equity regime in the field of
public policy (Cotton, 2024). Feminist writings have also
paved the intellectual ground to the implementation of
systemic changes that can benefit women by empowering
them to be regarded as equal citizens of society, regardless
of their gender, eliminating the social inequality born by
disregarding the contributions of women in politics as
reflected in patriarchal discourse (Cortés Maisonave &
Morales, 2022). These literary texts have been used as
ideological drivers as well as strategic ones, mobilizing
grassroots struggles, influencing legislatures, and changing
the idiom within institutions.

The article under consideration is a study of the
interconnected history of feminist literature and social
welfare reforms and gender equity policies development,
including highlighting major historical markers, texts that

influenced the most, and the ways in which literature
achieved the penetration of consciousness and political
agenda. This paper has highlighted how the ideological
and rhetorical role of feminist writers in shaping the
social policy has remained ever present in the censure as
well as reformulation of the nexus of governance and
social justice generally.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Feministliterature has not only come to play as a reaction to
the patriarchal institutions but as an influential discursive
form that has impact on the shaping of the social policies
and reform agenda. The review follows through the
key intellectual works that have discussed the impact of
feminist texts, both in the theoretical-treatise genre and
the activist-manifesto-genre, on welfare paradigms, the
frames of national citizenship, gender equity policies in all
parts of the world. The interaction between feminist ideas
and the policy-making process have led to radical agendas
which have re-presented women as bearers of mass
welfare but as engines of social earning and formulators
of policy development. Feminist literature as an important
critique tool of shaping direction in gender policy and
social welfare continues to grow; this is evidenced by
feminist scholarship that is still the topic of debate even
in the current era (Rashid & Sultana, 2025). Increasing
proximity between literary stories and developed gender-
equity initiatives, financial empowerment models, and
advocacy of legislative change is indicated in recent
research. This is a review that incorporates the existing
evidence of feminist literary debates, policymaking and
interdisciplinary gender analysis against feminist texts

! Department of English, Mawlana Bhashani Science and Technology Univetsity, Tangail, Bangladesh
* Department of English, Northern University Bangladesh, Dhaka, Bangladesh
? Department of English, Jagannath University, Dhaka, Bangladesh

" Corresponding authot’s e-mail: runaakter@mbstu.ac.bd




Am. J. Youth Women Empower. 4(2) 23-30, 2025

e salli

that guide the knowledge, challenge, as well as transform
policy making practices in the global contexts. Oladeji &
Oyewole, (2025) examine the question of feminist literary
criticism and its role in challenging stereotyping towards
women through the examples of Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie and Oyinkan Braithwaite, using the works of
fiction to remind the audience of larger issues that can be
addressed by equity-based reformation of social systems
in postcolonial nations. They promote all-inclusive
work life-policies and criticize patriarchal family-state
organization in their feminist reading. Observed by
Aparoopa et al. (2024), feminist economic thought is
included in the framework of financial inclusion policies
by the state. What their analysis of the Mission Shakti
project in India demonstrates is how feminist writing
on economic agency and gendered poverty has been
used to shape national policies concerned with financial
literacy as a route to structural change (Bilegeya, 2025).
The Icelandic Feminism thesis developed by Zhao,
(2025) is a thesis written based on feminist literary and
textual analysis that seeks the ways of how narratives of
equality have been institutionalized in the form of equal
pay legislations, shared patental leave and anti-violence
legislations. Her writing brings together literary criticism
and policy achievement (2025) examines ILO initiatives in
South Korea and indicates how the feminist literature that
offered criticism of the wage differences and the division
of labor provided assistance in shaping the gender-equal
payment systems. The attention to such topics in their
work is devoted to giving significance to female issues in
international labor law.

Al Ayubi and Zahidi (2022) examine whether the Women
March had an influence on the Indonesian and U.S. public
policy. They show the empirical success of feminist
mobilization, which has been triggered by literary and
rhetorical activism, in the production of definite reforms
in reproductive rights, equal workplace laws and anti-
violence legislation. Meivio Bahari ez al. (2022) takes the
sociological approach to empowerment of rural women
in Bangladesh to demonstrate how feminist literature has
influenced the policy of welfare on the basis of SMEs
that no longer looks at charity but structured inclusion
to empower the rural women. Briggemann ez a/. (2025)
associate gender discrimination in healthcare with related
feminist criticism of welfare and health systems in
publicity. In their phenomenology within Kyrgyzstan, they
focus on the importance of stigmatization and gendered
neglect: long present in feminist works as harbingers of
change. According to Che Hashim e a/. (2025) feminist
literature has discursive arguments on the resilience of
single mothers in the forms of policies. Their publication
also puts an emphasis on the change in the gender role
and the family policy naming it as directly linked to the
feminist literary activism. The article by Forester ef al.
(2022) monitors the role of literary feminist criticism
in shifting the models of political representation locally
in Indonesia and encourages policy-makers to consider
gendered experiences in law-making. These modern

sources show that feminist writings, not abstract theory,
have become a lifeblood of policy change, influencing
everything not only in economic empowerment but
also in the fields of the laws of labor, justice to a family,
and even in the health of the population. Narrative
feminism into legislative consciousness highlights and
demonstrates that the power of literature as a means of
social change has remained powerful. Though the body
of writings linking feminist literature to gender equity
and social policy reforms is much, there are still a number
of gaps that one needs to be filled. Such lacunae reflect
conceptual deficiencies as well as geographic or thematic
deficit in the body of existing literature:

Although it has been widely examined (Oladeji & Oyewole,
2025; Zhao, 2025) how feminist literary works are being
read and how progressive gender policies have been
evaluated individually, until now fewer have developed
and detailed how a direct causal or discursive relation
between certain literary production and policy changes can
be envisaged. This renders it hard to assess the material
effects of the policy catalyzed through the feminist literary
discourse, at least outside of the activist circles.

Most of the literature is about the Western democracies
or about the Nordic welfare state (Al Ayubi & Zahidi,
2022); Fagundes De Oliveira & Peres Alés, 2023), leaving
the Global South more or less out of it and with a
completely different role of feminist literature in informal
policy making, activism within communities or changing
customary law. Whereas the recent works out of South Asia
and the African continent (Aparoopa ef al., 2024; Husain
et al. 2024) are encouraging, comparative frameworks on
the non-Western feminist literary interventions and their
locally-specific policy consequences remain wanting,

The majority of literature is divided between the analysis
of writing and policy analysis with minimal cross-discipline
contact. Feminist textual analysis may become metrely a
means through which theorists may use to discuss politics
(e.g,, lobbying, bureaucratic adoption, hearings before
the legislatures), and theorizing, a feminist theory may
be mentioned by policy analysts without its natrative/
literary roots (Sultan es al, 2024). Such disciplinary
compartmentalization limits the comprehension of how
literature can act as a source of change in the population.
What is evident is the repetitive use of prominent feminists’
texts (e.g,, Simone de Beauvoit, bell hooks, Adichie), and
the HPF has sidelined the marginal voices and voices
of intersectional feminists especially the LGBTQ +
community, the community of people with intellectual
disability, Indigenous communities and the economically
oppressed communities (Briggemann e al, 2025). The
work of these groups may explicitly support the issues of
access to welfare, the discrimination based on identity, and
the legal obscurity, however, they remain underrepresented
in academic discourse connected to policies.

The literature focusing on the masculinity construction
and involving men into the welfare systems particularly
with regard to fatherhood, domestic violences, or unpaid
care is usually ignored, even though there are feminist
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concerns behind it (Bahari e# a/, 2022). Lack of such
analyses would likely result in policy recommendations
making gender reform a female issue only, which would
overlook comprehensive models of change that demand
a reconsideration of the patriarchal norms, not just by
women.

The temporal and evolutionary aspect of influence is used
in an evolutionary sense to indicate the determination
of the actor of influence in becoming such through
the evolution process of acquiring influence, a step up
to becoming a more encompassing general (Hashim e#
al., 2025). A lack of longitudinal research analyzing the
evolution of the impact of feminist literature across
time, especially when political regimes shift, new forms
of backlash (i.e., anti-gender campaigns), or a digital
transformation of the activism emerge. An active
knowledge of feminist literary impact relative to the
changes in society has yet to be observed.

Overall, despite the fact that the role of feminist literature
in providing ideological and cultural transformation has
been well noted by many, its modes of action, geographic
variation and textual modes are not theorized enough. The
problem with these gaps will demand interdisciplinary
approaches, increased inclusivity in terms of geography,
and at least a reworking of what can be considered literary
in the era of digital feminist action.

Problems of the Study

Although feminist literature continues to gain traction as
a source of revolution in other forms of influence on the
gender discourse, little is known of the effects of such
literature on the actualization and approach of social
welfare reforms and gender equity policies. Much of the
available literature either separates literary critique and
policy analysis or covers them on a small scale, ignoring
how feminist stories encourage institutional reform in
diverse and location-specific ways, especially in the Global
South. Moreover, the absence of empirical research that
traces how literary ideas may become prescriptions or
other forms of policy, combined with the sidelining of
non-canonical voices and the rise of digital feminism,
has fractured the role of literature in structural change.
This paper aims at filling these gaps by providing a critical
reflection on the interaction of feministliterary production
and the development of gender-sensitive policies in a
variety of socio-political contexts in Bangladesh.

Research Questions

RQ1:

contributed to shaping the discourse around gender-

How does Bangladeshi feminist literature

sensitive social welfare policies?

RQ2: What specific themes in feminist works by
Bangladeshi writers have influenced the design or critique
of national gender equity initiatives?

RQ3: What cultural or institutional mechanisms does
feminist literature in Bangladesh impact public awareness,
legal reform, or grassroots mobilization around social
justice and welfare?

RQ4: To what extent are voices from rural, indigenous,
and economically marginalized Bangladeshi women
represented in feminist literature?

RQ5: What role do contemporary and digital feminist
literature forms play in influencing gender equity
discourse and policymaking in Bangladesh?

Research Obijectives

In line with the research questions and the theoretical
foundation of the study, the following research objectives
were established.

ROT1: To explore the contribution of Bangladeshi
feminist literature in shaping national social welfare and
gender equity policies.

RO2: To analyze key thematic concerns in feminist
literature texts from Bangladesh that align with or critique
existing state initiatives on women’s rights, labor, health,
and social protection.

RO3: To investigate the institutional and discursive
mechanisms through which feminist literature in
Bangladesh influences policy development, legal reforms,
and public gender narratives.

RO4: To examine the representation of rural,

indigenous, and  socioeconomically  marginalized
women in Bangladeshi feminist literature and assess its
implications for inclusive policymaking,

RO5: To evaluate the emerging role of digital feminist
narratives in shaping contemporary gender discourse and

policy priorities in Bangladesh.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

This paper used a qualitative research design to
investigate the role of feminist literature in Bangladesh
in providing social welfare reforms and gender equity
policies. The study relied on the administration of semi-
structured deep interviews of 12 key informants i.e.,
feminist writers, gender policy experts, social activists,
and academic scholars. The respondents were chosen
via purposive sampling based on their experience as
researchers, writers in the literary world, or advocates
of policies related to gender studies. The interviewing
process was carried out to the extent of data saturation
which came at the twelfth responder, and this ascertain
theme continuity across views. The population was
the individuals involved either directly or indirectly in
formulation of the gender discourse in Bangladesh with
the experience of using feminist literary analysis and
social policy critique. Informed consent is obtained after
recording all the interviews, which were coded word-
for-word and analyzed with the help of NVivo 12 Plus.
It allowed conducting systematic coding and thematic
mapping to organize the results. The case study centered
on relationality as a repetitive narrative, a language used,
and a thematic convergence between feminist literary
stream and state-based gender equity initiatives. The
collection of data was preceded by ethical approval and
confidentiality of the participants was applicable during
the research process.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The findings of semi-structured interviews with twelve
participants that underwent thematic coding with the help
of NVivo 12 Plus are provided here and discussed as well.
The discussion of five primary themes developed based
on both deductive and inductive coding and consistent
with the objectives of the study is provided. Pseudonyms
have been used so as to maintain confidentiality.

Demographic Profile of the Respondents
In order to give substantial background to the qualitative

conclusions made within this research, it is necessary to
introduce the demographic profiles of the respondents.
By knowing their professional background, gender
identity, geographic location, the areas of expertise,
one can interpret the results of the thematic findings
more deeply. They were purposively sampled so that
everyone is diverse in experience and relative to feminist
literature, gender policy, and activism in Bangladesh.
The respondents contributing to the research have been
summarized in the following profile as regards their main
defining characteristics.

Participant Demographics and Expertise

/

Women Studies
Professors

Gender Policy
Researchers

Feminist Writers

Authors focusing on

feminist themes Academics in women's

studies

Experts in gender
equality policies

Figure 1: Demographic Profile of the Respondents

The study involved 12 individuals, four feminist writers,
three gender policy researchers, two women studies and
literature professorial experts, as well as activists of non-
governmental organizations and advocacy groups (Figure
1). The participants were both urban (Dhaka, Chittagong)
areas and semi-urban areas (Khulna, Rajshahi) and their
individual experienced were 6-25years of experience.
One of the respondents answered non-binary, three
males and eight females. They majored in law, sociology,
literary works, and development studies.

Theme 1: The Influence of Feminist Literature on
Gender Discourse

This theme explores the extent at which feminist literature
is believed to have contributed to the works of the people
of Bangladesh and scholars on issues of gender, equality,
and women rights.

Analysis

Most of the participants agreed that feminist literature
has enabled them think critically about the role of women
in the public as well as the domestic spheres. According
to one of the respondents (R2 academic) noted, “Taslima
Nasrin and Selina Hossain introduced ordinary patriarchy
into the discussion long before the NGOs did”. Such
terms as “public dialogue,” “disruption”, and “gender
awakening” were indicated through NVivo coding.

Interpretation
The data indicate that feminist writings have the potential
to evoke social awareness particularly among the educated

Male Participants

Men involved in the

Female Participants Non-binary Participant

Women involved in the
study

Individual identifying

study outside binary genders

youths. Literature is both performative and reflective and
it triggers debates that indirectly influence the curricula,
media as well as civil society projects.

Theme 2: Literary Influence on Policy Thinking and
Reforms

The question to be explored in this part is how gender-
oriented literatures might influence the fashioning or
critique of gender-related policies.

Analysis

Respondents spoke about the discursive power of
feminist literature, although it is hard to point out direct
causality. For instance, R5 (policy expert) remarked:
“Writing on female economic struggle and violence
helped legitimize issues that later appeared in the
National Women Development Policy”. Phrases such as
the term, “advocate integration” and “policy windows”,
and “narrative framing”, are observed repeatedly after
NVivo searches.

Interpretation

The policymaking is bureaucratic; nevertheless, literary
works shape the ideological background under which
promoters of reforms find it easy to be implemented.
Texts are used as soft power to affect the opinion of civil
society actors and civil servants. However, there is the
gap between the inspiration and actual citation since none
of the respondents could tell of a policy document that
formally referred to the literary sources.
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Theme 3: Marginalized Voices and Intersectional
Representation
This theme addresses the level of rural, indigenous,
LGBTQ +, or poor women holding in Bangladesh
feminist literature.

Analysis

It had a variety of responses. As some participants have
stated, the metropolitan middle-class sentiment prevails in
the mainstream circle of feminist writing. Activist R8 stated,
“Most literary feminists are Dhaka-based. Tribal women
or rural women appear in stories but not as storytellers”.
NVivo identified the sub-codes of “lack of lived diversity,”
and “representational gaps,” and “urban elitism.”

Interpretation

This thematic gap constitutes a major shortcoming of
the ability of feminist literature to bring change. The only
kind of literature that can impact a policy is inclusive
one. Those respondents indicated that future research
and advocacy should focus on grassroots narratives, oral
histories, and vernacular feminist writing,

Theme 4: Role of Digital Feminist Narratives

This theme looks into how new forms of digital feminism in
the form of blogs, online fiction, and essays posted on social
media are partaking in gender talk and which can potentially
make a difference on the discourse of policy work.

Analysis

Most of the respondents shared the view that websites
in form of Facebook, Medium and feminist webzines
have emoted feminist discourse. R3 (feminist writer) said,
“Digital spaces democratize who get to speak. A gitl from
Sylhet can now post a powerful blog and get noticed by
urban activists”. NVivo pattern coding described this
as either “digital democratization”, “non-traditional
literature”, and “activism beyond print”.

Interpretation
Real-time expressions of digital meaning influence not

only mass viewpoints, but even activist movements, in

Table 1: NVivo Code Book and Thematic Framework

spite of the fact that these expressions do not of course
stand up to assessment in terms of literary authority such
as published novels or essays do. It is a factor that requires
us to expand the definition of feminist literature in wider
fields of study and even policy to not just confine it to
print-based frameworks.

Theme 5: Challenges in Bridging Literature and
Policy

Here, this study list perceived barriers to transformation
of feminist literary ideas into feasible policy change.

Analysis

Respondents had been asking a rising concern about the
differences between the policy institutions and literary
circles. R10 (NGO practitioner) remarked, “Writers write
with emotion and metaphor. Policymakers need numbers
and clarity”. Problems such as “institutional inertia”, “literary
elitism” and “lack of policy-lobbying bridge” interface were
also unraveled by the NVivo thematic queries.

Interpretation

The findings indicate the pressing necessity of knowledge
translation instruments, such as policy briefs based on a
literary analysis or author-policy think tank collaborations.
In as much as literature can bring the change, the system
of introducing the policies is yet to be enough or
established instantly.

The NVivo-aided thematic analysis shows that the impact
of the feminist literature in Bangladesh is noteworthy in
both symbolic and discursive ways to the general position
of the people regarding gender equity. Its impact on formal
policy remains diffuse, mediated, and more often than not
channeled through advocacy networks rather than through
institutional reference. Digital expression, diversity, and
inclusion have been converted into assets and unresolved
conflicts within the place of literature-policy interface.
Institutional openness and work across disciplines with
a specific focus on the integration of stigmatized and
disregarded voices will be required to bridge the divide
between literary criticism and gender politics. Here is the
NVivo code table which is given below:

Theme Code Name Description

Sample Keywords/ | Representative Quote

Phrases (Example)

1. Influence of literature_public_ | References to how

Feminist Literature | discoutse

literature has shaped

Gender awakening, “Taslima Nasrin brought

“Opened space,” domestic violence into public

gender conversations in | “Challenged talk decades ago.”
public/media patriarchy”
2. Policy policy_discursive_ | Evidence of literary ideas | “National policy,” “Writings on economic struggle
Connection influence shaping policy indirectly | “Legitimize issues,” influenced parts of the Women
“Policy window” Development Policy.”
3. Intersectional marginalized_ Representation of rural, | “Urban elitism,” “We don’t hear voices of tribal
Voices representation tribal, LGBTQ+, or poor | “Unheard stories,” women from Bandarban in

women in literature

“Lack of inclusion” mainstream fiction.”
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4. Digital Feminist | digital_feminist | Role of blogs, social “Online story,” “Social | “A girl from Sylhet can write a

Literature expression media, and online fiction | media feminism,” blog that reaches thousands in
in feminist discourse “Digital activism” Dhaka.”

5. Challenges literature_policy_ | Barriers in translating “Disconnect,” “Not “Policymakers want stats,

Linking Literature | gap literary insights into real | policy language,” “No | not metaphors. That’s the

& Policy Reform policy changes lobby mechanism” disconnect.”

The table 1 presents the thematic schema and the NVivo
codebook of the data analysis part of the study. The
codes have been determined with deductive (theory-
driven) and inductive (data-driven) inspiration by the
research questions and recurrent themes in the interview
transcripts (table 1). The themes represent large research
areas involved, like the effects of feminist literature,
policy implications, and feminist natrratives on the

Influence ofeminist
Literature

Shifts in gender
discourse

Internetand are linked with the corresponding codes that
cover more detailed interpretations by the participants.
To illustrate the categorization and interpretation of raw
data with the help of the NVivo software, representative
quotations and sample keywords can be provided, which
guarantee the consistency, transparency, and depth of
the analysis in terms of its thematizing,

Literary Influence
on Policies

Pathways and mechanisms

The Influence of Feminist Literature

on Social Welfare Reforms and
Gender Equity Policies

Challenges to

Digital Feminist
Narratives

Online feminist

Implementaticon expression
Barriers to policy Marginalized Digital. Feminist
change Voices Narratives

Rural and indigenous

perspectives
Figure 2: The Thematic Mind map

Figure 2 presents a thematic mind map of this study. The
visual groups the five major themes (derived through
coding of the study with the help of NVivo) into a main
focus node. These important branches are: Influence of
Feminist Literature because it is possible to note the role of
literature in the shiftin gender discourse; Literary Influence
on Policies because the existence of literature influence
on the policy thinking has its indirect routes; Marginalized
Voices because it is possible to state that the voices of
marginalized people- rural and indigenous views- are not
represented enough; Digital Feminist Narratives because
we can speak about the emergence of online feminist
expression; and Challenges to Implementation, which are
based on the barrier to the actual implementation both in
terms of This is a visualization on the correlated existence
of literary discourse and social reform and became the
guiding thematic structure of data analysis and discussion
during the research.

Findings
The following major results of this investigation are the
results of thematic coding and analysis carried out with

Online feminist
expression

the assistance of the NVivo according to the words of
the research aims verbatim:

* Feminist texts in Bangladesh compete constructively
regarding discursivity to make the presentations of
gender inequality among citizens and critical its patriarchal
discourse, especially in the writings of popular writers
and activists.

e Such formative literary themes as economic
vulnerability, domestic violence and challenge to gender
norms were defined as crucial in shaping the social
consciousness and national discourse that eventually
shaped the policy agenda.

* However, despite the lacking citation of literary works
made in a formal policy, respondents verified the source
of feminist texts as a source of ideological framework
within which gender-equity reforms (including the
National Women Development Policy and the specific
welfare programs) have been established.

* In feminist literature, rural women, indigenous
women, and women who belong to the periphery have
been underrepresented thus far restraining the extent of
influence of literature on gender-responsive policymaking,
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e The digital feminist storytelling form, such as
blogging, social media action, and online essays, is
becoming more popular, broadening access to the
feminist discourse to younger, denser, non-hierarchical
audiences and impacting real-time advocacy and opinion.

* There is still a gap between formal policymaking
and literary expression the language dysfunction of the
bureaucracy, the lack of organized interaction between
writers and institutions, and the shortage of systematic
tools of bringing narrative strength to legislation.

Recommendations

Based on the findings of this research, the following
recommendations are proposed to strengthen the
connection between feminist literature and social welfare
reforms and gender equity policies in Bangladesh:

* Institutionalize engagement between feminist writers
and policy bodies through collaborative platforms, such
as national gender policy advisory forums, to ensure that
literary perspectives inform policy debates more directly.

e Greater representation of rural, indigenous, and
marginalized women in feminist literary spaces by
supporting and sponsoring them to write, publish and
share their experiences, both at the local levels as well as
the national levels.

* Accept and validate digital feminist writing, such as
blogs, social media writing, online essays, as cultural and
political texts of value, and include them in gender policy
consultations and in academic curticulums.

* Translation of complex feminist narratives into the
policy language and form of action through the creation
of influential literary works-based policy briefs and
knowledge translation tools so that the bureaucrats and
lawmakers may understand this.

* Introduce feminist literary writing in formal education
and training of the various services such as the public
service to sensitize future policy makers, teachers, and
social workers to entrenched structural gender concerns
that such literary texts capture.

e Improve interdisciplinary academic programs and
research between literature, gender studies and public
policy to enhance systematic study and recording of the
effects of literature in social change.

Limitations

The small, purposively chosen sample size (12 people) is
also a limitation of the study since although it is deemed
as adequate to reach the theme saturation level, it might
not suffice in encapsulating as well the diverse nature of
feminist attitudes in Bangladesh. Besides, analysis was
more related to qualitative accounts and did not include
quantitative data on policy impact and general readership
of feminist literature. The results also have a context and
cannot be applied in any other socio-political and cultural
setting other than that of Bangladesh. And lastly, digital
feminist materials were sampled strategically, and the
informal or unattributed online messages might not have
had a significant presence.

CONCLUSION

This paper examined the roles of feminist literature in
the Bangladesh attempts of reforming social welfare
and gender equity legislation using a qualitative (NVivo-
guided study of expert interviews) research study.
As the findings indicate, even though not in a direct
way, feminist literature can have a crucial role in the
development of the following discourse, the change of
the norms in the society, and indirectly, in the shaping of
the policy agendas. Major literacy themes like opposition
to patriarchy, economic empowerment and ownership
of their bodies have also helped define the national
gender issues especially in educative, advocacy and
awareness campaigns. Nevertheless, the core disparity of
representation, a weak institutional connection between
authors and policymakers, and the non-accessibility of
digital feminist voices are the elements that still obstruct
the full policy potential of literary stories. The paper draws
the following conclusion: To overcome the gap between
literary discourse and formal policymaking, it is necessary
to implement interdisciplinary approaches which prevent
marginalization, as well as proactively strive to legitimize
feminist expression in its all the transformative forms.
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